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— ooOoo — 

The  letter  that  gets  our  attention  first  this  morning  comes  from  a  young 
housekeeper  who  wants  the  latest  information  on  proper  window  cleaning.  Well, 
I'm  not  sure  that  I  have  the  very  "latest"  on  this  subject;  in  fact,   I'm  not  sure 
the  experts  have  discovered  anything  particularly  new  about  this  old  jot.  But 
perhaps  you'll  he  interested  in  the  different  ways  that  cleaning  experts  and 
=::;erienced  housekeepers  have  tried  and  found  successful  for  their  windows  — 
and  also  their  mirrors. 


Some  people  let  their  windows  go  until  they  are  soiled  enough  to  "strain 
sunlight",  as  my  grandmother  used  to  say.    But  modern  housekeepers  generally 
believe  that  this,   like  other  cleaning  jobs,   is  better  taken  in  small,   easy  and 
frequent  treatments  rather  than  in  a  big  dose  once  in  a  long  time.     Daily  or  at 
least  frequent  dusting  of  windows  and  mirrors  will  keep  the  glass  clean  and  bright 
a  long  time  without  special  washing.    But  when  more  thorough  treatment  is  necessary 
you  have  your  choice  of  either  liquid  or  powder-paste  cleaners  —  washing' or  dry 
cleaning,  so  to  speak. 

The  most  common  liquid  cleaners  are  clear  water  or  water  containing  some 
■ashing  soda,  borax,  ammonia,  kerosene,  or  alcohol.    Once  more  —  those  good 
cleaners  for  use  in  washing  either  windows  or  mirrors:     washing  soda,  borax, 
ammonia,  kerosene  or  alcohol  in  your  washing  water.    Then,   clear  alcohol  is 

sellent  for  winter  weather,  because  it  won't  freeze  as  water  does,  but,  of 
course,   it  is  too  expensive  for  ordinary  use.    Plain  soap  isn't  highly  recommended 
ior  windows  because  it  is  likely  to  leave  a  film  on  the  glass.     If  you  use  soap, 
oe  sure  to  have  only  a  very  light  suds. 

With  liquid  cleaners  the  way_  you  do  the  job  is  about  as  important  as  the 
material  you  use.    The  best  general  method  is  to  dip  a  cloth  in  the  liquid  and 
wing  it  as  dry  as  possible;  then,  washthe  glass  with  this  cloth,  using  even, 
overlapping  strokes;  and  dry  it  by  ribbing  briskly  with  -oaper,  cloth  or  chamois, 
•a  m  J6t         liquid  dry  without  rubbing,  especially  ifVou  have  put  it  on  freely, 
\  a  streol:ed  window.     A  quick  method  for  large  windows,   the  one  the  boys 

too  clean  store  show  windows  often  use,   is  to  put  on  a  good  deal  of  water  and  then 
pe  it  off  with  a  rubber  "squeegee"  —  draw  it  smoothly  and  evenly  across  the  pane 
tI>        Se  overlaPPing  strokes.    Of  course,  whenever  you  wash  windows,  you  must^ 
ase  great  care  to  protect  the  frame  or  woodwork  from  the  water. 
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So  much  for  washing.  Wow  for  dry-cleaning  methods.  You  can  use  whiting  or 
a  commercial  powder  of  the  same  fineness.  Make  the  powder  into  a  paste  with  water 
or  alcohol,  and  apply  it  thinly  to  the  glass.  Let  it  dry  and  then  rub  it  off  with 
a  soft  cloth  or  paper.  This  is  an  easy  method  of  getting  clear  windows  and  is 
another  good  one  for  wintertime  "because  the  moisture  evaporates  before  it  freezes. 
fox  rirrors  and  for  the  glass  on  pictures,   this  powder-paste  cleaning  is  safer 

1  washing  with  water  which  might  damage  the  frames.  But  it  has  one  big  disad- 
vantage —  it's  a  dusty  process.  So  when  you  wash  windows  this  way,  do  it  before 
you  clean  the  room. 

Nov/,  one  more  point  about  cleaning  windows.    This  will  answer  a  question 
it  our  listeners  often  ask.     You  can  remove  paint  or  varnish  spatters  on  glass 
by  either  of  two  methods.    First,  you  can  dissolve  it  with  turpentine  or  alcohol; 
second,  you  can  rub  it  off  with  a  dull  knife. 

And  speaking  of  spring  questions,   I'd  like  to  read  you  a  notice  that  has 
just  reached  me  about  a  sadly  familiar  springtime  request  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.C.     "For  twelve  years  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  been  trying  to  convince  a  hundred  million  people  that  it  has  no  free  seeds  or 
plants.    Yet  each  year  as  spring  approaches,  thousands  of  requests  pour  in  from 
..s,  suburbs  and  penthouses.    And  they  are  met  with  disappointment. 

"Years  ago  —  previous  to  1S23  —  there  was  an  annual  appropriation  for 
free  seeds  for  Congressional  distribution  through  the  Department.    But  in  15'23 
the  Government  decided  to  discontinue  the  distribution  cf  this  great  quantity  of 
seed  since  it  was  only  commercial  garden  seed  such  aa  could  be  bought  from  any 
sooi  seed  house  and  did  not  necessarily  represent  varieties  better  than  those  in 
conmon  use. 

"So,  not  only  does  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  no  free  seed  now, 
it  has  no  seeds  or  plants  for  sale  either." 

Let's  see,  now.    Here's  a  St.  Patrick's  Day  request  that  came  in  during 
the  past  week.    One  of  our  friends  wants  a  green  and  white  dinner  menu  for  the 
good  saint's  day.    Well,  here's  a  dinner  plan  that  I  saw  worked  out  very  success- 
fully a  year  or  two  ago:     Broiled  fish  served  straight  from  the  over  to  a  hot 
platter  with  a  bit  of  green  for  garnish;  Boiled  white  pota/coes  with  parsley 
Gutter;  Green  spinach  or  broccoli;  White  cornbread;  Shamrock  salad  made  by  stuff- 
ing green  peppers  with  white  cream  or  Cottage  Cheese  and  then  slicing  them  to  make 
green-edged  shamrock  chapes;  for  dessert,  lime  jelly  with  white  pears  or  sliced 
bananas  molded  in  it. 

St.  Patricks  Da,y  falls  on  Sunday  this  year,   so  if  you'd  rather  have  meat 
than  fish,  how  about  a  little  tender  veal  or  lamb  roast?    Don't  forget  the  green 
niat  sauce,  in  this  case.     It  fits  in  with  the  meat  for  flavor  and  also  in  with 
'he  color  scheme  of  the  meal. 
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